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EVERE T MOU . At approximat Iy 29.035 ~ t 

( . 50 m t r), ~Iount Ev r t i th high t mounUtin 
on arth. Th di ov ry. docum ntation. and climbing of 
thi Himalayan p ak hav captur d th world' imagi· 

nation and con tJtut an int gral part of uth Asian 
hi. tory. Th south rn fac of Mount Ev r ' t I ituat d 

in th Kingdom of, pal. while it northern ridg li In 

th Tib tan UlOnomou Region of the Peopl " R public 
of hina. Although it traddle the ino· pale bord r, 

for official purpo th mountain i locat d in N pal 

at 27 59' Nand 6 56' E. 
The mounUtin goe by many name . including agar· 

maths in N pali and an krit and homolungma In Tib . 

Utn. Th mountain wa id ntifi d a th high t in th 
world in 1 52. thank to trigonometric ca\culallon by th 
Indian mathematician Radhanath ikdar (1 13-1 70). 
Pr viou I)' r ~ rr d to a P ak XV by Engh h peak r , 
th mountain wa named Evere t in 1 65 in honor 
of ir eorg Ever t, the Briti h urveyor·g n ral of 
India from 1 30 to 1 43 and director of th final Utge of 
the r at Trigonometric urvey of India . m IndIans 
b li ve that Mount Ever t hould b nam daft r ikdar. 

m con trover y exi about the mountain' xact 

I vation. ariation in light refraction, gravity d YiatJon. 
and the now I vel of th ummit all contribu 
reading of Mount Ev re l' h ight. In am 
took pr i e GP (Global Po itioning y t m) mea ur . 
m n . which confirm d the height at . 50 m t r pIu 

or minu 2 meter. 
ince th 1920. mountaineer have attempt d «> climb 

Ev re t, u ually by way of th uth I via the Khumbu 

ic fall from epal. or acro the northern ridg from th 
Tib tan ideo Th climbing window i hort becau of 
ummer mon oon rain and winter now ,so mo t ummit 

attempts ar made during April and 1ay. A 1953 Briti h 
xp dition I d by J ohn Hunt (1910-1 ) includ d 

Edmund Hillary (1919-200 ) from .' 
T nzing Norgay (1914-19 ). a h rpa from the pal. 

Tib t bord r who had connection to Darje ling in India . 
Th y took th south rn route through " pal. and at 

11:30 A.M. on Frida '. 29 May 1953- coincid ntally th day 
of ueen Elizabeth II' coronation-Hillary and, orgay be· 
cam th flr t climber known to have r ach d th ummil. 

Tw nty·nin year earli r , on Jun 
Mallory (1 6-1924) and Andr w l rvine (1 
both from th Unit d Kingdom. had peri h d in an 
Ev r t ummit attempt. Rec nt re arch expedition 

have reigni d th debate about whether Mallory r ach d 
th ummit before hi death . A year earli r. on a peaking 
lOur in th Unit d tate, to the qu tion, "Why climb 
Evere tT' Mallory famou Iy replied, "Becau it is th r ." 

A 1996 att mpt on the ummit ended in di a t r with th 
d ath of ight climb r in a torm. parking a d bat 
about the m rit of commercial expedition. In 19 7 th 
journali t Jon Krakauer (b. 1954). him If in th cllmbmg 



party. pubr h d Into Thin ir, a controv rsial be t 
th t chronicl the trag dy . 

D 'pite the high co t of climbing permits. Ev r t 

r main a popular d tination for mountain r. ~todern 

xpedition ar car ful to minimiz O\~onm ntal impact, 
oft n collecting tra h and pent oxyg n c 'Iind rift by 

rlier climber . or earching for the frozen d ad bodie of 
coli agu . The h rpa community. who e hom land li 
along the southern lope of the mountain, continue to 
practice ea anal trade and traditional agriculture along· 
id mountain touri m and guiding. 

e al 0 Mountain limbing and Tourism.) 
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MARK T RII' 

OLUTlO . The theory of evolution. mo t commonly 
i t d \Vlth the Engli b naturali t harl ' Darwin 

1 _I, did not pring forth from hi mind lik 

th na from the mind of Zeu . Rath r, Darwin d v lop d 
hi theory in light of hi pr d e rand att mpt d to 
provlde a compelling i ntific account of the "my ter), of 
mrterie ," the origin of new and div peel . It i 
important to point out that Darwin did not u th word 
.. volut1on~ to describ hi theory. In th first edition of 

On the Origin of ~cie (1 59) the word "evolution" doe 
not appear. Darwin, however, did u the v rbal form 
"evolv d" a th la t word of th t xt in th famou lin, 

"from ' impl a beginning, ndl form mo ' t b autiful 
and mo ' t wond rful hay b nand ar being volv d." 
DaT'A-1n I' ~ rr d to hi own th rya th theory of de nt 
with modification and pr ~ rr d thi characterization 

becau< h thought it h lped to di tingui h hi theory of 
I :: change from preceding id a . 

Th 1\1 a ning oC t h Word. Th word "evolution" 

come from th Latin verb et'oh'ere. d fin d a "to unfold 
or di 10 ." Thi d finition came with it an implication 
of t I ology, or a predictabl proc or a dlr tional 

qu ne of ev nt with a particular outcom . By the 

mid·nin tenth century th word had botb v macular 
and biological u that wer con i t nt with thi d fin· 
ition. Th citation in the xford English Dictionary d m­
on -trat the common u age a far back a the vente nth 

c ntury. It wa then that a biological meaning wa al 
attached to the word. An anonymou Engli h I' vi wer of 
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Jan wamm rdam' Historia in ctorum generalLS wrot 
that wh n wamm rdam (1 37- 1 ) wa dl - u inlt th 

in - t m tamorpho i "nothmlt L [I) t b und r. toad 
but a gradual and natural Evolution and 'rowth of 
th part ." 

Thi a 'ociation ofth word" volution" with mbryology 
and dev lopm nt J d DarWin to avoid it u 
for hi th ry. Darwin wa at pain to di tingUl h hi ' 
th ry of d nt with modification from lh t I log)' of 
th d v lopm ntal proc and to d mono trat in the 
Origin that th proc ' of div rg nand ,peeiatlOn 
occurr d, not according to me pr d t rmm d plan or in 

a particular dir tion toward a c rtain outcome. but rather 
in I' pon to con tantly hifting nd changing nvir n­

m ntal condition . 
Tb Hi tor of an Id a . W t rn conc phon of th 

natur of p i originat d with th 
th immutability of peei wa g nerall . as um d until 
th vent nth c ntury. Mod rn lh ri of pecie 
chang r urfac d a a r ult of th ri. of th m hanical 
philo. phy and th 
m nt. Ind d. in th thIrd dition f yha yharum: or, 
A aturell History In Ten 'enturie . publi h d po thu­
mou Iy in 1 31. Franci Bacon (15 1- 1 26) wrot "th 

Tran mutation of p le i, in th vulgar Philo. ph}', 
pronounc d Impo ible 
~ t In tance of it, th 
I' j t d; and th ~1 an 

Th 

sing th r ap ar m ~1ani· 

pmion of Impo Ibility i to bee 
ther f to b found out" (po 132). 

ught xplanation for th 
of th Enhght nm nt 

i t nce of liti that did not 
invok 'up rnatural lOt TV ntlon. Lie was th r ult of 
th int raction f nalur I cau ' ,includmg . ponlan U. 

g neration. and th r for wa, not guarant d lh . tllblllty 
of divine guidanc . Th pos -ibihtyof peel s chang lh n 

m d pi u ibl . ~10 ' l natural philo. ph r . how v 1', 

oriltin of he th po si-

proc 
It i- al 'o Important to r OItnize that m st Enlight nm nt 

natural hi tory wa ' conc rn with th cl Ire to cia 'iCy 
rath r than to xplain. Thi i perhap mo: t Vld nt m th 
work of the w dish naturali ,t ar Ius Linna u. ( arl 
Linn ' , 1707- 177). In hi. ." tem of ,atur (1735) 

Linna u ught to und I' tand th patt rn of creation. 
Building on th idea of th· gr t chain of In It n 
ord I' d hi rarchy of natur fr m th Impl to th mpl x 
culminating in humankind - Linn u. cr at d th ba. 1 

for mod rn taxonomy. H r aliz d. how v 1', that th 
world i not ' imply ha d on a formal patt rn of 
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