
NEP Bord red to the north by th Tibetan Autono­

mou R gion of the People' R public of hina and to the 

t. uth. and we t by the R public of India. pal i 

landlock d country of gr at geographical and cultural 

div rsit '. From the ~ rtil Tarai plain in th uth to th 

now ' Himalaya of the north . epal i characteriz d by 

rugg cl and inho pitable terrain making tray I and ba ic 
communication an ongoing chaIJeng . epaJ' geo trat gic 

importance a a territorial and cultural buffer of 90 to 
150 mil (1 5 to 2 0 kilomet r ) b tw n I' fa t t­

growing economic giant - India and hina - ha nl ' 
grown mor apparent inc the mid-1990 . a the country 

h been rocked by political 10 tability and civil war. 

lor than on hundr d languag from four dift r nt 
languag famili are pok n in pal by more than' L'Cty 

dift r nt thnic and ca t group . While th pali lan­

guag (lndo-Aryan) i poken a a mother tongu by mor 

than percent of th population according to the 200 1 

national c nu. mo t of epal' mor than 27 million 

people are con v rsant in two or thre languag . Incr a -

ingly. epaJ' mlOority communitie have become awar 

of th ir marginalization and ar d manding me form of 

incr a d political r pr entation and federal autonomy. 

mor akin to the Indian y tern. 

Marriag cu tom ar till larg Iy traditional. with 

ial and family pr . ur to marry within the community. 

In t rm of economic. ducational. and health indicators. 

th tatu of wom n acl'O N pal i till low and g nder 

r lauon r main unequal. ~ pal i on of the ~ w countri 

wh r m n routm Iy outlive women. and low fema} 

li r cy (4 percent in 1971. mer to 27 perc nt in 1 

combin d with a high fertility rat (6.3 in 1976. declining 

to 4.2 in 19 ) continue to r trict the inclu ion of women 

in many tor - of profe ional life. er hundr d of 

years of tate- upported Hindui m. during which time 

non-Hindu (th t i . Buddhi t. hri tian. Mu lim. and 

tribal) r ligiou communitie wer idelined. and Hindu 

di tary norm - uch a the injunction on the con umption 

of f w r nforc d. Nepal wa declar d 

in 2 
AdmlOitrativ ly. Nepal i divid d into fiv dev lopm nt 

r glon . fourt n zon s. and enty-five di trict . Each 

di trict i headed by a chief di trict officer ( 0 ) who i 

r pon -ibl for maintaining law and ord rand coordinat-

109 th work of all govemm nt mini tri . Th rural econ­

omy i till overwhelmingly agricultural . with rice. corn 

(maiz). nd wh at largel . cultivat d for dom tic con-

umption_ gricultural productivity r main low. de pit 

th Introduction of ch mical fertiliz rand improv d d 

EPAL 395 

grain . Th br adba k t of th nation i th Tarai r glon. 

which. ing flat nd ~ rtil • t nd. in marked contra t to 

th hill r gion wh r t rracing and 1I ro ' i n con train 

production. Indu try r main limit d in 

traditional production of ju . ugar, and brick giving way 

to co m tic , m dicin ,and packag d food . While moo t 

cro ' -bord r trad i with India, growmg import · from 

hina ar changing mark , and th touri m indu tr), ­

which peak d in th mid-l . - continu be an 

important ur of incom for m ny urb n and rural 

• pali alike. 

Politi al Hi tor . Wh r tudi of ch arly and 

middl period of i'J pal • tory primarily docum nt 

th growth and rtl tic pi ndor of th N war cit! 

of Kathmandu (the pre nt capital) and Bhaktapur, 

IGrtipur, and Lalitpur, th mod rn period i no bl 

d partur with a focu · on military xp n ioni m and 

intrigu . Th Licchavi dyna ty that ro ' in th fourth 

c ntury gay way th Malla king . who rul d from th 

t nth to th ight nth c nturi and who introduc d 

cultural practlc and ocial norm strongly inOu nc d 

by th ir d vout Hindui m. The. ' wars, at ov r 1.2 milhon 

according to th 2 1 population c nu . ar a highl 

tratifi d and larg I)' urban community, many of whom 

till p ak th ir own Tib to-Burman languag . Practicing 

both Hindui m and Buddhi m. th wars hay I boral 

archit tural, ritual, and riptual tradition . 

of th Kathmandu vaIJ y, both to th a t 
and w t . minor princlpaliti and fi fdom h Id local 

pow r and had varying con ct with th Kathmandu 

of 

o PIt arly military failur m th 

orkha - und r th I d r hip of Prithvi rayan 

hah (1722- 1775)- had gain d control of uwakot and 

Tanahu by forc and n gotiation. Prithvi. who had uc­

c d d hi fath r a king of orkha in 1743. i wid Iy 
perc ived to hay be n 8 hr",d trat gi t who ither 

unifi d or conqu r d - d pending on on • per pectiv -

th t rritori of th m rgmg nation. 

Und r r I ntl miJitJlry pr ur from th orkha . 
th rul of king Jaypraka h Malla nd d with hi d ath 

in 17 9: th hah c mpaign conqu r Ktrtipur (17 ), 

Kathmandu and Patan (17 ), and finally Bhaktapur 

(17 9) conclud d with th ir corn pi t control of the vall y. 

Th nation wa nomin lIy unifi d, but ~ pali politic now 

nt r d a tumultuous period in which hoh rul r ught 

both to c ntr Liz control of national admini tration and 
r v nu coil tion in Kathmandu and at th am tim 
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xpand their mpir to th as t a far a th T la 

Riv r in . ikkim and to lh we ta ' far a ' Kashmir. 

This aggrandizem nt I d to dom tic and r gional 

n ion : nobl and local lit , found th ir authority 

challeng d at horn . and war ' brok out with n ighboring 

pow rs who r SI t -d Gorkha xpan iOn!. m abroad. 

eri of military campaign. fir . t again t Tib t over 

control of the tra n. ·Hlmalayan trad . and th n again t 

hina . who cam to Ti t 's aid las ting from 17 to 

1792 wer political and military : tb cks for th hah ·. 

It was unavOidable that a . th fl dgling kingdom 

of I' pal fl ex d it. mu . les. It would c m into onflict 

with Briti h India . Ten ion with the Briti h Ea ' t India 

ompany cam to h ad with th - hort but violent Anglo· 

1 pal War of 1 14- 1 16. Th ub · qu nl Treaty of 

ugauli cons train d " pal to th :'1 hi Ri\' r in th ea t 

and tht, ~fahakuli RI\' r in th w s l. whl h function a the 

nation's bord r to thi day . Whil a 10 s of fac for the 

ha h ,th ugauli Tr aty also fTectiv Iy guarant ed 

N pal it · SO\' r ignty and territori I Int grity, which 

giv n the. trength and r flch of Briti ' h India at th tim 

wa ' a c ne rn for pal's ruler '. It i ' till a point of 

hi torical prid for many citiz n of . pal that th ir 

country was n v r coloniz d by a fore ign pow r and that 

it ha d d In maintaining i ind p nd ne inc 

it unification . 

II p I' for ign ad\' nturi m In th early ninet nth 

c ntury wa match d by turbul nt pow r play ' at horn . 

, poti m and public com~tition betw n ruling faction 

culminat d in an 1 4 plot to ov rthrow th ruthl 

military I ad r ,Jang Bahadur Kunwar. Th , ub qu nt 

Kot la. 'acr . in which .Jang Bahadur's troops limina d 

virtually all political oppo ilion by a~. a. sination. marked 

a n w dl'partur in dom tic politic : th foundation of 

the Ran r gim (1 4 1951). Th primary C atur of 

thi 105·)' ar-Iong dyna ty wa ' the d motion of th king 

to a s 'mbohc or titular rul rand th creation f th in. ti· 

tution of h r ditary prim mini -t r hip .• u,ld from a 

working r lation ' hip with Britih India. xt nding ev n 

to . pal - €! military upport to as i tin th uppr ion of 

the R volt of 1 57 (aL call d th .r at :'lutlnY or th 

poy ~lutInY) and lat r ' up rt for th Briti h fTort in 

both world war", th Rana aut racy wa 0 rwhelmingly 

inward ·looklng. pal' bord rs w re firmly clo d and 

virtually no infra: tru tural d v lop m nt took placl' during 

Rana nil" with .' pal' . i ty and cultur r Illaining 

charac riz d by rigldly C udal and hi rarchical laOOr r -

lation . Th Rana p riod al,'o aw th b ginning of the 

formaliz d r rultment of, pali soldi r. - known a 

... urkha "- into the Briti h army. a practice that con· 

tinu to thi day . 

Ju t a World War 1I changed the political land. ap 

of Europ , the Indian independ nee movem nt that had 

gath r d mom ntum in th 1940 had con iderabl impact 

on political lie in ~ pal and acro ~ uth ia. Fir t, With 

th Briti h withdrawal from the ubcontin nt in 1947, th 

Rana ruler w r d prived of a trong ally. I a\"ing th ir 

regime regionally i la d . econd. N pale political 

activi ts who had b en driv n und rground in their own 

country or exil d to India had corn of age along id the 

I ader of the Indian nationali t mo\' m nt, forming a 

party called epali ongre that wa mod I d on that 

of India . Building an allianc with King 1'ribhuvan. 

marginalized inc hi r ign b gan in 1911. th antl·Rana 

in urg nt launch d a revolution in th final month of 

1 50. With trong upport from New D Ihi. th epali 

Congr party r ach d a ttlement with th Rana. 

which herald d the birth of a d mocratic political y t m 

and r turned Tribhuvan to the thron a an activ 

monarch. 

Th 1950 aw the emergence of a mor mod rn • epal. 

Th country' OOrd r were op ned for the fir t tim in 

it hi tory. bringing in foreign mi ion , international 

aid organization . and the f11' t touri t . who tray I d 

overland from India. However. lack of political experi nee 

among it I ader. and the ab nc of ub tantiv d mo­

cratic tradition po d real challeng effective govern · 

ance in Nepal. De pite the promulgation of a con titution 

in 1959. and th ub quent general election ~ r 

national a embly. relation b tw n King !\fah ndra 

(r. 1955-1972) and th I epali ongr ~ go\'e rnm nl be­

cam increa ingJy trained. culminating in the imposition 

of dir t royal rul in Decem r 1 0 and th d ' mi al of 

the [11' t government. A n w con titution wa promulgated 

in 1962. inv ting authority in the crown. and opposition 

political parti w r outlaw d. The following years aw 

con id rable inve tment in national infra tructu and 

planning. along with th igning of a number of politi al 

and economic agreemen with NepaJ' regional n ighOOrs. 

The acee ion of Bir ndra to the thron after hi fath r ' 

d ath in 1972 did little to chang the "nonparty~ panchayat 

political y t m, and economic tagnation and ri ing polit· 

ical t n ion combin d to force the king' hand to conc de 

to a national reC r ndum. D igned to decid b tw n th 

tabli h d "nonparty" and a multiparty ]jtlcal y ' t m, 

th May 1 vot wa in many way inconclu i\' . I acting 

to a p riod of political unc rtaintyand mantic confu ion: 

while technically iIJ gal. political partie could xi t ev n 



though th y had little room to man uver, and whil a 

part)' I political y t m wa till in effect, lection to 

the ation I embly would be by direct popular vot . 

Thi compromi e turned out to be ati fying to n ith r 

id , and throughout the 19 popular di ont nt with 

th r gime gr w into a national campaign for ad mocratic 

partiamentary . tern with a con titutional monarch at i 

h ad. coalition of variou partie finally united in 19 

to d mand political r form , and poradic prote ts and 

trile throughout the pring gained enough mom ntum 

to be cia ed a a "People' Movem ntH for democracy. 

In April 1990, King Birendra lift d the ban on political 

parti and di Ived the Ra triya Panchayat, or National 

mbl)" paving the way for an interim coalition govern­

ment I d by the Nepali Congre . Public debat and 

political bartering characterized th following month a 

a mor repre entative new con titution reigning in royal 

powers wa drafted and finally promulgated in Novemb r 

1990. eneral election folJowed in Ma . 1991, with a narrow 

victory for the • pali ongr Party, which nam d 

irija Prasad Koirala a the country' prime mini t r. A 

trong united lefti opposition held one-third of th 

in Partiam nt. 

Th 1990 were marked by hort-tiv d fragile govern­

ment . incr a ingl' vocal demands from thnic and lingui -

tic minoriti who continued to feel underrepr nted, and 

countl corruption andal involving politician and 

governm nt official . While th re was noticeabl economic 

growth in the citie , not to mention a vibrant touri t econ­

om " with W t m con umer goods and modern am niti 

b oming r adily available. mo of the country till lack d 

to ba ic h alth car , education. and political r pre-

ntation. Increased admini trativ centralization under 

political I ade who saw their partie a priva fiefdom 

only rv d to c ntuat the divi ion b tw n rich and 

poor. urb n and rural. Whil th rh toric of d m racy 

promised a great deal. inexperience and n potism combined 

with an ev r-per i t nt c te y tern to creat a hortfall 

b twe n people' expectation and go ernm nt d liv ry. In 

many way , the growth of radical lefti t potitic wa th 
re ult of the unchanged ial inequaliti ,which de pi 

th growing discourse of inclusion and enfranchi m nt 

w r not being addre sed. 

In term offor ign r lation, epal' growingconfid nce 

in the 1990 led to poradic ten ' ion with India. a relation-
hip fraught by the proximity and imilariti b tw n 

th two largely Hindu nation . tarting in 1991, for 

complex political r ason relating to cultural purity, th 
govemment of Bhutan xp 11 d clo e to 1 0 peopl of 
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N p li origin- the va t majorit be citiz n of 

thi Buddhi l kingdom. W11 n India took no r pon. ibility 

for th ir lA' Ifar , th tat I 

to th a t rn lowland of 

and Bhutan hav 

mm nt off red 

third-country r 

r fug , an off r that m 

d manding r patriation to Bhutan at 11 co t . 

M aoi t In u rg n '. \Vhil mo t of th I fti t group 

had unit d und r th bann r of lh ommuni ' t Party 

of pal (P and mbrac d parli m ntary d mocracy , 

re ulting in hort-liv d minority govemm nts I d by th 
nit d Marxi t Lenini t (UML) in J 9 4 and onc again 

in 1997, th ntral ommitt e of th laoi t faction 

of th P~ wa ' pr paring to launch a "P r ." 

Beli ving that a d p r tructuring of th tat ould 

onJy b achi v d by rural r volution, th laoi t -

I d by Pu hpa Kamal Dahal (who g by th nom d 

gu rr "Prachanda" - "th fi rc on') and Baburam 

Bhattarai - w r in pir d by rlao' aim w 11 a th 

mean by which achi v th m. Onlrary to some initial 
peculation, th r wa no dir t ' upport from hina 

fot th ir mov m nt, and th ir truggl wa hom grown, 

prim mini t r h r Bahadur 0 ub with a li t of forty 

d mand , thr at ning arm d upri ing if th y lA' r not 

acc pted. Th gOY rnm nt ignor d th d mand - many 

of which r mbl d th g al . although not th m thod , of 
in mation I d v lop m nt ag ni - and th up pi ' 

War" wa forma11 ' d lar d . 

During th initi I pha of th upri -ing. th ruling p r-

ti 

or militarily, and charac rized th m a rebel outlaw . 

th Maoi t took hold of v r I rg r part of we t m 

N p I, in parti ul r di tricl uch a Rukum and Rolpa. 

the gOY mm nt r brand d th m a rron t insurgen 

and launched polic operation ag in t th m, including 

th di a trou "Kilo i rra 2" in May 1 . Wh n daily 1if 

in j epaJ' urban c nt r gan to aff t d by trik " 

block ad ,a . a ination. and a growing chmat of ~ ar, 

th gOY mm nt form d an arm d polic force to ckl th 

in urg ne)' and th int mational community gan to 
tak noti and , u p nd d me aid pro] . Becoming 
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incr a ingl}' mbolden d by th ir trat gic advanc , 

th Maoi t launch d a ucc ion of attack on di trict 

h adquart rs and m dium- iz d town uch a Dunai 

(2000) and Rukumkot (2 1), albeit with mix d I' ults. 

Th d nth toll on both sid , contlnu d mount. 

y th middl of 2 I. th political cri i in N pal had 

v I' that ob rver ' w I' talking of civil war. 

vening of 1 Jun 2001 , in a wholly un xpected and 

macabr turn of v nt at a family dinn I' in th royal 

palac . th twenty-nin -y ar-old crown princ Dip ndra 

hot d ad hi fath I' and moth 1', King Bir ndra and 

Qu n Ai hwarya, long with v n oth I' m mb I' of hi 

family b for turning a w apon upon him If and commit­

ting uicid . Whil peculation and rumor continu to 

circulat about th d tail of th ma acr. particularly 

inc th bodi of th lain royalty w I' Cl' mat d b fore 

rigorou po. tmort m could b conduct d. it i wid Iy 

b li v d that Dipendra W8 und rth influ nc of alcohol 

and drug and wa bIt I' about hi moth 1" I' jection of 

a woman h wan d to marry . 

Tb con qu nc of th royal ma acr w I' profound: 

on4Jun 200I , Princ Gyan ndra - thebroth rofthelate 

Bir ndra - wa crown d king of. epal. Known pr viou Iy 

mol' for hi bu in 

Gyan ndra wa a mol' uncompromising monarch than hi 

broth r . Th third round of peac talk betw n th gov-

rnm nt and th Maoi t brok down in ovember 2001, 

and I' n w d ho 1I1itie I ft hundred dead . .yan ndra 

declar d a tat of m rg ne)' and mobilized th pr viou Iy 

From 2 pal' political cri i continu d to 

d pen, with yan ndra appointing and firing prim min­

i t I' in rapid ucc ion and th laoi pulling out of a 

hort-liv d and fragil , v n-month truc in Augu t 2003. 

n I February 2 

em rg ncy. yan ndra di mi prime minj ter, 

appoint d tru t d advi I' to mini trial po ition in hi 

royal cabin t and a , urn d dir t power to d troy the 

. " Thr month lat 1', aft I' u tain d 

in rnational pr ure, th m rg ncy wa lifted but righ 

I' main d curtail d, and civil soci ty group tog th I' with 

I' pr ntati of all political parti launch d a u tain d 

program of d mon tration to I' 

again t royal 

rul - ifuni king to I' in tate 

Imm iat I)' call d a thl' -month c a fir, 

whIch \ ffi tiv Iy parlayed into peac talks with the 

gOY rnm nt. A June 2006 agreement tating that the 

1aoi would be brought into an interim governm nt 

paved the way for the igning of a compr hen ive peac 

accord in November 2006. bringing a formal end to the 

decade-long I' bellion that had cost the live of more than 

twelv thousand Nepalis. The United. ation mandated a 

pecial political mi ion to Nepal to upport the peace pro­

c and monitor the cea fire. and the transitional gOY rn­

m nt wa charg d with formulating an interim con titution. 

Election to a long-awaited con tituent a mbly - . pal' 

fir t - which purports to be more inclu ive, representativ , 

and fair, were lated for Nov mber 2007 but th n po t­

poned. At the ame time. growing political ten ion mounted 

in the south rn Tarai belt among marginalized plain 

communiti who believed their right were insuffici ntly 

guaranteed in the new con titution. 

In I' tro pect, the brutal ten-), ar conflict changed th 

political landscape of modern epal. P pular upport for 

parliam ntary lefti m and militant 1aoi m focu don th 

formation of a I' public wa only tr ngthened by yanen­

dra' political adv nturi m and hi a umption of unilat­

eral power in 2005. While the main tream political parti , 

N pali ongr in particular. had long advocated con ti­

tutional monarchy, the pendulum ha wung far 

again t the royalty that th con tituent a mbly lection 

t for ov mber 2007 wer likely to mark the end of thi 

240-), ar-old monarchic lineag . At the very lea t, th 

monarch wa expect d to b effectively corTal d, with 

little parliamentary role. Whether Nepal wiU also becom 

a mOTe equal and repre ntative democracy I' main 

to be e n. 
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1 ARK T URIN 

TORIAN CHRISTIANS. Ne torian hri tian 

parat d from Orthodoxy in 431 after the Council of 

Ephe u anathematized the patriarch of Con tantinopJe, 

e toriu . Also known a "As yrian ,H they adhered to th 

doctrine that there were two eparate person of Chri t, 

human and divine, a oppo ed to the Orthodox doctrine 

of two nature in one person. Under b nevolent Per ian 

and later Arab I lamic rule. they pread a far a Yemen, 

Mongolia. hina. and southea t India. Following the 

d truction of Baghdad by the Mongol in 125. e torian 

gradually retreated to the remote t region of Kurdi tan, 

where they remained in isolation from the re t of the 

hri tian world until the Archbi hop of Canterbury sent 

an ducational mi ion in 1 5. Following the mB acr of 

hri tian in ea tern Anatolia by the Ottoman during 

World War I. urviving Ne torian • including their patri . 

arch, fled to the British mandate of Iraq. After Iraqi inde· 

pendence in 1932. mor persecution and ma acre led 

many to flee to French·ruled yria. where they tabli hed 

permanent ettlements. In the ame year their patriarch. 

Mar himun XXIII. al 0 left Iraq, ree tabli hing his at 

in hicago in 1939. He later moved to alifornia. wher 

h was mUl'dered in 1975 after m8lT)ing again t the wi h 

of hi community. His ucce sor, Mar Dinkha rv, r turned 

to rucago in 1976. inee the mid· ixteenth century the 

atholic hurch worked actively to convert e torian , 

and a large majority now adher to their haldean atholic 

rite. The remaining torian number about 250.000, 

cent red in Iraq (90.000), India (30,000), Iran (25,000), 

yria (2-,000), and Lebanon (5.000); 75,000 are in dia pora, 

primarily in the United tate. but with important centers 
in weden. Germany, and the Netherland . 

[ ee af 0 yrian ; and hri tianity. subentry Th 

Middle Ea t and Adjacent Region .J 
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R 08ERT BR t::-;TO:-; B ETT;; 

ETHERLAND • THE. Th R public of the v n 

ou I at th 

Revolt again t th pani h. wa an unmitigat d ucc 

u hering in th vibrant onomic, cultural. and political 
heyday of th olden g . By th ond half of th ight· 

nth c ntury, how v r, th r public b am incr a ingly 

plagu d by probl m and w I pow rful po ilion in 

int rnational r lation lip way. Though Am t rdam 

wa till a crucial hub of int mational financ , r lali 

economic declin had tin, accompani d by growing pov· 

ert . Though mo t of th in titution had be n r defin d, 

th trongly provincialized and compl x y tern of gOY rn · 

m nt dat d to th period b for th r volt. all for r form . 

h ard 0 oft n in th pa t, a, urn d n w urg ncy. 

Everyday politic r volv d around th 1 n ion b tw n 

faction in the top lay rof i ty, the r g nts. Th rang 

Party. which favor d th tadthold rship - an in lltution 

that dal d from th Middl but that had und rgone 

fundam ntal chang - of th Hou of rang ·:-.1a au, 

wa lin d up again t th ta Party. which maintain d 

that the r public could run i affair without a tadt· 
hold r . Enlight nm nt conc pt w r also gaining ground 

and tting th n for a d mocratic mov m nt, corn· 

pri ing a broad wath of citizen who want d mor 

Ilici nt and c ntr liz d gOY rnm nt. Th d mocratic 

conviction w r fr qu ntlyaccompani cl by a (rong s n 

of n tionhood- a n w. int rnational ph nom non that 

also found xpr ion in th Am rican and lh Fr nch 

r volution . In th R public, thi n w mov m nt cho_ to 

join fore with th tat Party b au th rang Party 

held th r in of pow r. Thi wa not xactly a logica.! 

partn r hip; trictly peaking, an allianc with th r · 

ange Party ofli r d mor pot ntia!' But th rang Party 

would hay had to r form - and r form wa not on th 

ag nda. giv n that tadthold r William V (r. 1751 - 1i 5) 

wa particularly attach d to lh old r gim . 

From R pubJi to on t itutiona l Mo n a r h 

(17 0-1 4 ), Th in xtricabl ntangl m nt of onomic 

problems and int rnal and for ign policy becam cl ar 
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