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that ikh r C r. Ln term of the Adi Granth, moreover, 
tandard int rpretation i al a product of a ingh 

ab ha ideologue, Bhai T ja ingh, who four-volume 
habadiirath rf GurO Granth hib Jr (Tb Meaning of 

the Guru Granth) i an invaluabl guid to th scriptur. 

of the ingh abha both in id and 
ou id of India ma be cl arl notjc d in many of toda ' 

world r ligion xtbook , becau what th narrate i 10 

fact an in rpr tation of ikhi m hand d down to u by 
this augu t group of intellectuals. 

e also Hindui m; India; and Religion.) 
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L U I E. F SNKCH 

SlKKIM. Th mall landlock d tate of ikkim, India' 
I a t populou and nd mall t, ha a g politicaJ 

ignifi anc fa.r beyond i ize. Bound d to th north and 
northea t by th Tibet Autonomou Region of the Peopl ' 
Republjc of hina . to th w t by N pal. to the south a t 
b Bhutan. and to the south by th Darj ling district 
of th Indian tat of W t Bengal. ikkim occupi 
an impor nt ecological ni h along on of the old t 
Himalayan trad rou . Much of th te' north and 

w t i perpetually cov red b now and i dominated by 
th Kanchenjunga ma if. India' high t and th world' 
third high t mountain. 

Th con pt of a unified ikkim 
around 1646, wh n th kingdom wa 

nation em rged 
tabli h d und r 

Phuntsog Namgyal (1604-1670) , the fir t hogyal, or 
Utemporal and piritual king . ~ King Phuntsog belonged to 
the Bhutia community, a people from ea tern Tibet who 

nt r d ikkim from the north and began settling there in 
the thirteenth c ntury. ikkime narrative sugg t that 
early Bhutia leader igned a pact of nonaggre ion and 
cooperation with the Lepcha, ikkim' indigenou. tribal 

communjty, who p ak a Tibeto-Burman language of 
con id rable antiquity. The term U ikkim~ may well be 
deriv d from th Limbu u. khim, meaning U new hou ,n 

whil the Bhutia r fer to the region's fertile soil a the 
"vall y of rice" with the indigenou place-name denjang. 

Beginning in the mid-1700 , ikkim was involved in 
several territorial war with Nepal and Bhutan, after 
which tr tche of we tern ikkim and its lowland plain 
wer occupied by foreign force. By the nineteenth e n­

tury, Nepale worker had begun migrating to ikkim 
and n ighboring Darjeeling. me ettled, whil oth rs 
continued to migrate easonally (or wage labor. 

ikkim ided with Britain during th Anglo-NepaJ 
War of 1 14-1 16, marking the beginning of con id rable 
Brili h influence in thi otherwi sovereign kingdom. 

tarting in 1 35. the Briti h Ea t India Company, 
which had trading and political intere in Tibet, I &sed 
Darj eling from ikkim. However, friction between th 
Briti h and ikkim over perceived violation of ikkim' 

territorial integrity I d to war in 1 9 and to the restric-
tive Anglo- ikkime Treaty of 1 1. From 19th 
Briti h tation d a political officer in ikkim, allegedly to 
as i t the hogyal in dome tic and foreign adminj tration; 
r ally this marked th fir t tep in ikkim' demotion from 
sovereign nation to colonial outpo t. 

Thr year after India gained independence from 
Britain in 1947, ikkim became an Lndian protectorate, 
with D Lhi as uming re pon ibility for ikkim' external 
r lation and d fense. In a much-publicized wedding cere­

mony, rown Prince Palden Tbondup amgyal (r. 196~ 
1975). later the twelfth hogyal of ikkim, married th 

N w York er Hope Cooke. Their royal rule end d in 1975 
with public riots ou ide the royal pal.aoe in Gangtok. 
Und r the prim mini ter hip of Indira Gandhi 1917-
19 4), ikkim came under increasing control from D \hi, 

culminating in i annexation by India on 15 May 1975. 
Mod rn ikkim i a culturall diverse late with a 

blo soming touri m sector and a fa t-growing econom . 
Gangtok i the capital A populist chief minister, Pawan 

Kumar hamling (b. 1950), ha been in power inee 1994. 
Tb population c n u of 2001 records ikkim as being 

home to 540,000 r idents, of which the indigenous Lepcba 



and Bhutia make up only a tenth each. The remainder are 
mo tly of Nepalj ance try. 

With the improvement in ino·Indian relation for the 

fir t time ince the 1962 war, hina finally recognized 

India' claim over ikkim. direct trade route betw en 

India and hina opened in 2006 u ing ikkim' Nathu­

La pas, once again highlighting ikkim's trategic 

ignificance. 

[ e al 0 Ea t India Company, Briti h; and India.) 
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M ARK T URI!' 

SILK [This entry includes two ubentries, an overview and 
a discu sion of ilk in East A w .] 

Overview 

ilk production begin in the ericultural sector with the 

rai ing of ilk worm fed on mulberry leave . ocoon pun 

by the ilkworm are fir t boiled to soften the silk thr ad , 

which are then extracted by winding or reeling. veral 

thread of raw ilk may be twi d tog ther t.o form thrown 

ilk. Raw ilk and thrown silk are further woven or pro­

ce d to make a great variety of ilk fabric and good , 

including clothing, ribbon, furnitur covering, and 

draperie . ilk i prized for i natural heen, light weight, 

high absorbency, and re iEenc , and it ha long b en 

associated with high fa hion and elegance. 

Historically ilk goods were nigh-co t, low-volum luxury 

products exported from hina along the ilk Road. Knowl­
edge of ilk production eventually pread from China to 

other countri . By the beginning of the nineteenth cen· 
tury, northern Italy and outhern France bad long b en 

lading ericultural and ilk-weaving cent r . The revo· 

cation of the Edict of Nante in 16 5 re ulted in the flight 

of many Huguenot from France; many were killed silk 

throw ter and weaver from Lyon and helped e tabli h 

the ilk·weaving indu try in England, witzerland, and 

ermany. 

ilk production and trade were revolutionized in the 
nineteenth century. The Lyonnai Jo ph-Marie Jacquard 
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mv nted in 1 1 a loom that mad it po ibl to weav 

elaborate and multicolor d pattern dir tly onto the 

ilk fabric through th u of perforat d card . Initially 

oppo d by w av rs who t ar d di plac m nt by lh labor­

aving loom, th loom quickly gain d a c ptanc . with 

I ven thou and in u e in Fran by 1 12. Th Jacquard 

loom pr ad to n ighboring Euro an countri . Anoth r 
Lyonnai ,Jo ph F rdinand nsoul, inv nt cl in I 5 a 

tarn-pow r d macnin to both h at th wa r for boiling 

the cocoon and r I the ilk thr ad . La r improv d 

mod Is wer widely adop d in ilk filalur in Franc 

and Italy from the 1 3 . I ading to th tran formation 

of ilk r ling into a mod rn indu try parat d from 

ericultur . 

Even a d mand for ilk good xpand d with ri ing 

living tandard, th ilk indu ' try in Europ fac d a cri i 

with the pr ad ofth ilkworm di a ca ll d pebrin that 

deva tat d raw- ilk production in Europe a w 11 a in 
Turkey and yria from 1 -5. Fr nch ricultur n v r 

recov r d from thi pid mic, and Fr nch ilk manufsc· 

tur r had to of upply of raw ilk. 

ilk and then 

turning to dir t imports from hins and Japan from th 

1 O. Thi trade wa gr atly facilita d by improv m nt 

in tran portation and communication : the opening of th 

anal in 1 69, th laying of th tran ontin ntal 

cable. and the pr ading adoption of t am hip . 

A new silk manufacturing indu try m rged in Am nea 

in the late nin nth c ntury, protected b h avy 
tariffi impos d during th ivil War nd jump tarted by 

immigrant killed work rand manag rs from England, 
Franc, witzerland, and rmany. n, 

New J r y. th .. ilk ·manufacturing industry n 

dev loped i uniqu pal m that d viated from Europ 

dop d 

4,430 looms in u in Am /'lea w r pow r loom. a 
compared to 33. perc nt of loom in u in Franc . 

American power looms w r more automated, bigg r, fast r, 

and mor labor ving than Europ an on . 
Mor v r, Am riean manufacturing was 

for producing tandardized and in x n 

uitabl for v ryday u 

p iaUy uited 

ilk good 
m t th 

d mands of a d mocratized consum r mark t . In contra t, 

the Fren h indu try c n red at Lyon xc 11 d in turning out 

nigh·quality ilk fabri and produ ts with distinctiv and 

orna d ign . Befor th 1 European imports upplied 

the bulk of m rican d mand for finish d -ilk good , but 

th r after m nc n produ tion grew by I p and bound : 
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