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FROM THE NEPALI PRESS

Shyam Shrestha in Mulyankan,
February-March 2003

If the parliamentary parties agree to step up to the Maoist
demand for holding elections for a constituent assembly, the
rebels will participate in the parliamentary process.
The Maoists are ready to accept the results of a constituent
assembly.
If the king agrees to keep the army under parliament and fulfil
his role as a constitutional king, the Maoists won’t have any
reservations in providing an honourable place for the
monarchy.
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Deshanter, 2 March
Excerpts of an interview with
former chief of the Royal Nepal
Army, Satchit Shumsher JB Rana.
Can the ceasefire be turned
into lasting peace?
There must be give and take for
the ceasefire to become lasting
peace. His Majesty’s Government
and the Maoists can’t lead the
talks to a logical conclusion by
themselves. Political parties,
social and human rights
organisations should all be taken
on board. It is very sad to see
major political parties talking
contradictorily regarding the
peace talks.
How big an army does
Nepal need?
The strength of Bangladesh’s

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“The monarchy is not only the symbol of unity for Nepal, but also is the symbol of independence.
Monarchy has played a vital role in keeping Nepal’s independence.”
-Keshar Jung Rayamajhi, former chairman of the Raj Parishad standing committee in
Jana Astha, 5 March.

Sundarijal

Gyan Bahadur and Budhisara
Biswokarma lost two sons in the Kalikot incident.
these biscuits,” one of them says.
The teashop didn’t have enough glasses for 26 people, so some
people waited while the others sipped the hot tea. Dhan Maya, Bhim
Bahadur Thapa’s mother, says quietly, “I worked so hard ever since
my son was a baby so that he would have enough to eat and
now…” There are no tears, but the sorrow in her voice is
heartwrenching. They say great grief finds no solace in tears.
Everyone seems to instinctively understand why Dhan Maya does
not weep.
The death of a loved one is a tragedy for anyone but where
bereavement to natural death will heal with time, unjust deaths sow
the seeds of further injustice and revenge. If the families of those
lost in Kalikot are not heard, their pain will one day erupt into anger.
Their grief must be acknowledged, and their pain alleviated.

army is nearly 125,000 while its
area is roughly equal to ours. Sri
Lanka now has an army of
150,000. The number of soldiers
in Nepal is only around 50,000.
Given our geographical
conditions, Nepal needs to raise
the strength of its army to around
125,000. In that situation,
problems like the Maoist
insurgency can be prevented from
happening again. A nation’s
security is as essential as
education, health and
development.

Armies on Everest

Who should control the
army?
It’s our good fortune the army
was not politicised and has His
Majesty as the supreme
commander. Otherwise, its fate
would have been similar to that
of the bureaucracy, police and
intelligence sectors. If the army
had been politicised, the Maoists
would be ruling the country
today.
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Nepal Samacharpatra, 2 March
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A joint team of the Royal Nepal
Army and the Indian Army will
make a bid on Mt Everest. The
RNA will take care of managing
the entire 30-member team,
which is being organised to mark
the 50th anniversary of the first
ascent on the highest peak of the
world. Nepali soldiers, who have
undergone training at the
Mountain Warfare High Altitude
Training Centre at Kerung in
Mustang will be part of the
Nepali team. The RNA has
organised similar joint
expeditions with the US army in
the past.

Porters for peace
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Tara Aryal in Rajdhani, 6 March
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Nepal Samacharpatra,
4 March

Title: Tomorrow’s dream…
Banner: Every Nepali a Maobadi, every Maobadi a Nepali
Street sign: Prachanda Road
Hoardings: Peoples’ War Boxing Association, Baburam Restaurant and Great-Leap-Forward Plaza
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Jana Astha, 5 March

What about putting the
army under the control of
the parliament?
The king has kept the army in
order. If it is controlled by the
parliament, the army can’t serve
the nation properly. There should
be a unitary command and the
army must remain under the head
of the state.

Rajapur

most official buildings are
destroyed. Administrative Officer
in Bardiya, Bhim Prasad Tiwari,
says that the government was
planning to repair and maintain
destroyed infrastructure. If the
peace holds, Rajapur will return
to normalcy. Officials at the MidWestern regional office of Nepal
Telecommunications Corporation
(NTC) said that they have
already despatched a team to
survey the damage and install
services within a few weeks.

Rajapur, the Maoist affected
island in the Karnali, which has
worn a deserted look as Maoists
targetted families of security
forces and stopped harvests,
seems to be recovering after the
ceasefire. Transport and
electricity disrupted by Maoist
attacks have resumed. After rebels
destroyed the pontoon bridge last
year, 11 VDCs in Rajapur have
been cut off from the rest of the
nation. But now, thanks to the
new found sense of security, most
VDC secretaries have reported
back to their offices even though

High altitude porters made an
appeal to both the government
and the Maoist rebels to restore
peace so they can earn a living.
“We are not demanding much,
we just want our right to work to
be restored,” they said at a
program called “Porters’ Voice
for Peace in Himalayan Kingdom
of Nepal”.
Porters said they lost their
source of livelihood because of
the drop in tourism caused by the
security situation. They say the
number of trekkers has decreased
by 28 percent compared to the
same season a year ago. “Without
security and peace, the tourists
will not come. If they don’t
come, how can we earn enough to

support our families?” asks
Bishnu Aryal, member of Porters
Development Nepal (PDN). The
last six weeks have been very
difficult because work is rare. As
the main breadwinners for their
families, the porters say they
cannot afford to go home with
empty pockets.
Nuru Sherpa, a member of
PDN, said the conflict had
threatened their future. Pasang
Tamang and Nima Lama said
porters are often mistreated along
trekking routes by locals who
refuse to even give them shelter.
The Trekking Association of
Nepal has fixed daily wages
between Rs 160-200 along with
food and lodging, but the porters
say there is no uniformity in what
they get paid. In Solukhumbu
porters are paid Rs 400 a day and
in the Annapurna area the going
rate is Rs 300 without food. The
sum is pitifully inadequate when a
single meal in some trekking areas
costs up to Rs 250. “The rates
fixed by TAAN are too low even to
sustain ourselves. How would they
expect us to save for our families?”
asks Arjun Prasad Chatkuli, general
secretary of PDN.
The lack of insurance is
another pressing concern of the
porters gathered in Kathmandu.
They accused employers of often
trying to avoid paying their life
insurance. PDN says four of its
members have died this year
alone.

DHURBA BASNET

At the special request by the Nepali delegates, the
organisers agreed to hold a special session on Nepal in which
the Maoist representatives replied to the queries of participants
attending the seminar. They made three important statements:

“Waiting and waiting and nothing happens...”
14 March 1977

It is a four-hour walk to Majhimtar Bazar for 60-year old Gun
Bahadur Praja and Shankha Bahadur Gurung. They came to collect a
donation—Rs 3,200 to each family that had lost a member a year ago
at Kalikot airport when security forces killed labourers thinking they
were Maoists. The money came from Nepalis living in the US and we
were there to distribute it.
The two elderly men were among the first to gather at Majhimtar
on the morning of 23 February. The crowd grew with parents who
had lost their sons, fatherless children and widows. They came
dressed in their best but some, like Gun Bahadur, wore threadbare
clothes. Man Kumar BK and his brother Gyan Bahadur from remote
Thansigh were the last to arrive. “Why do tears fall on all our
meetings? Today I would like to greet you with a smile,” Man Kumar
says, although his eyes are moist with unshed tears.
It’s been a long time since any of them have genuinely smiled.
Perhaps it was after learning that the Radio Nepal report of 17
“terrorists” killed in Kalikot referred to their loved ones. All of them
came to know the true circumstances 19 days later.
After the media made their story public, Nepalis and foreigners
sent gifts of cash and kind to the bereaved families. They don’t seem
to have come to term with their loss. Many of them were closed off
in their grief—only after repeatedly calling their names do they come
forward to collect the money.
Many had not eaten since early morning so everyone was
offered tea and biscuits at a nearby teashop. The biscuits arrived
before the tea and some of them, hungry as they were, put the
biscuits into their pockets or gave it to their wives for safekeeping.
“The dead are gone, but the little ones at home will enjoy eating
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Mohan Mainali in Kantipur, 3 March

In the beautiful Swiss village of
Montezilon on the border with
France, 20 Nepali participants
took part in an important
seminar. Swiss Development
Cooperation (SDC) had brought
together a group of Nepali
political and human rights
activists, intellectuals,
businessmen, professionals as
well as two leaders of the CPN
(Maoist) who did not want to be
identified. Spokesman of the
Nepali Congress Arjun
Narsingh KC, UML leader JN Khanal, Prem Suwal of NWPP, Sarita
Giri of NSP, Bimalendra Nidhi of NC (Democratic), Krishna Khanal,
Devendra Raj Pandey, Prakash Sharan Mahat, Sindhu Nath
Pyakurel, Padma Jyoti, Shanta Thapaliya and myself were present.
The main presentations were on lessons that could be learned from
conflict resolution in South Africa and Switzerland’s multiethnic,
multicultural society. Some of the lessons from South Africa:
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HISTORY AND CULTURE

Great grief finds no solace in tears

Swiss interlude

If the main parties in the conflict don’t have the “irresistible urge”
to sit for negotiations honestly, wait. Don’t begin talks in a hurry.
It is a matter of urgency to develop mutual trust between the
negotiators to resolve the conflict. Honouring commitments made
during negotiations are important, and even minor violations can
result in a breach of trust.
A series of informal talks will have to take place in which both
sides learn of the real intentions, fears and minimum point of
flexibility of the other side. Long-term resolution is possible after
the real intentions and misgivings of either side are identified and
addressed.
The chances for results that are productive and acceptable to
all sides is higher if conflicting parties whose interests are at
risk are incorporated in the process of negotiations. The
ownership of all the sides in the negotiation process is
indispensable.
Talks can succeed only when the concerned parties stand to
benefit.
Always hold negotiations with authorised personnel, not with
the messenger.
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Didn’t have good sleep at night, emotionally disturbed. Since
the morning I am again gripped by anxiety. The wave of
anxiety lasted the whole day. Everything is seemingly all
right—my health is normally good, the political situation has
at least not worsened and we don’t find any fault in our
analysis or any cause for regret for the decision to return to
Nepal, and I don’t see why family affairs can’t continue to be
as they used to be before. Everything appears to be normal,
except the state of my mind. This is inexplicable. If this state
continues for long, I may even lose my mind. There is almost
a maniac seizure—of melancholic hypochondria—a
suffocating dark despair. It has nothing to do with reality,
nothing to do with reason or the situation, only a dark upsurge
from the innermost recesses of my psychology which suddenly
envelopes my whole being. This is perhaps how the mind starts
to fail. I wanted to do some mechanical work to keep me busy
and away from this desperate mood. I faired out a few pages of
my prepared statement to the court if and when I would be
brought before it. But I soon got tired of it, and also I found
that the mechanical job of preparing a fair copy of the
statement was too tiring and psychologically unrewarding. It
only added to my sense of frustration and worthlessness. The
mind doesn’t get serenity by doing mechanical work. Unless it
is exercised, its restlessness is not calmed. And I am not in a fit
state of mind to exercise it meaningfully. What a vicious cycle!
In order to conquer the present mental depression, the mind
has to be creatively exercised, and it can’t be so exercised
unless depression is removed, and depression can’t be
removed unless the mind is creatively exercised. This is the
situation.
We got four days worth of newspapers today. The king has
cryptically replied to a question pertaining our return to Nepal.
Put to him by Ramesh Pande (the question itself was in part in
the nature of condemnation of our previous activities:
destructive, violent and anti-national and was suggestive of
the success of the Panchayat System and hence our frustration
leading to the direction we took, etc etc.) the question should
be addressed to the people in general and the Panchas in
particular whose opinion finds reflection in the system. The
king doesn’t want to answer to this question of a political nature
and hence refers the correspondent to the [….] of the
Panchas.

BP Koirala is getting more and more worried that
he is losing his mind. He is taking tranquilisers,
and wonders whether he and Ganesh Man Singh
made the right decision about returning to Nepal to
be incarcerated. Ganesh Man assures him it was
the right decision under the circumstances. The
fact that they are kept in isolation, Ganesh Man
thinks, is an indication that King Birendra hasn’t
made up his mind what to do with them.
On the basis of this, GM feels the king hasn’t made up his mind one way
or the other about us. He therefore feels that we will continue to be
imprisoned in the present condition for some more time.

15 March
Sundarijal
Waiting, waiting and waiting and nothing happens.

16-17 March
[No entry]

18 March
Sundarijal
I had a good sleep last night and I got up as usual at 4 in a good mood. In
the morning immediately after I woke up, even before I sit up in bed, I see
my face in the mirror. The face is generally flushed and lips are unusually
bright and red and the capillaries in the eyes are also red. I don’t know what
this is due to. I use a low pillow to ease the cervical pain as recommended by
doctors, and moreover I can’t be comfortable with a high pillow. I will have to
send for a doctor to find out the condition of my heart. The authorities here
are so reluctant to get doctors for us quickly that I don’t feel like asking them
for one. But I think I must speak to them about my condition and ask them to
get me a doctor. But in the morning I was psychologically all right—normal—
which is what is not happening to me since my arrival here. But again this

emptiness didn’t last long. As long as it lasts I feel greatly relieved. I
washed some clothes and pressed them. I have discarded my woollen
clothes as the temperature is warm enough for cotton, started using
pajamas and kurta, which again reminds me of Varanasi and Sushila
and the others. The design for my kurta and pajama was made by
Sushila who thinks that this suits me the most along with Nepali clothes.
I have started using only one light quilt at night, which means from
today I am celebrating the advent of the warm season. I took ½ a tablet
of tranquiliser (Valium) to soothe my nerves. It is with most reluctance
that I took it. It did me some good […] I had taken ½ tablet the day
before without much effect. That I am reduced to taking tranquilisers is
an indication of the state of my mind. I don’t understand what is
happening to me. I try to analyse, try to fight against the onset of
depression but to no avail. Is it some psychological breakdown? Some
awareness deep in the psychology that the decision has been wrong—
decision to return. Even if the decision is wrong, why this speedy
psychological breakdown? In politics of the nature that we pursue, such
decisions have to be taken. Again, in order to find out from GM if he
too has second thoughts about our decision, I ask him about it. He is
calm and perfectly certain that ours was the only decision in the present
circumstance. He also feels more emphatically that our present
condition of isolation would be lifted soon after the king makes up his
mind about us. He feels our isolation is an indication that the king has
not yet made up his mind.

19-21 March
[No entries]

BOOK REVIEW

by MARK TURIN

Sixteen opinions on the state of the nation

Recipe: Take 16 of the most articulate and
incisive Nepali minds, give each of them
around 20 pages to tell their story, stir very
little and publish immediately.
Result: An exquisite book. It rather leaves one
wondering why nobody tried it before.
State of Nepal (and explicitly not The State
of Nepal), is an important collection of essays,
some previously published, others lightly
reworked, but primarily new submissions
which “try and explain contemporary Nepal to
the world, particularly its evolution over the
last dozen years of democracy” (Preface).
It kicks off with Rajendra Pradhan’s
discussion of “ethnicity, caste and a plural
society”. One of Pradhan’s main points is that
Hindu caste provides the organising framework
for the Nepali polity, and he offers good
historical and anthropological data to support
his argument. Pradhan has a knack for tidy and
succinct description.
Sudhindra Sharma offers an intellectually
rigorous history of Hinduism in Nepal.
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Pointing out that the core Hindu institution in
the nation is actually the Crown, he posits that
modern Nepali Hinduism is inherently
syncretic, and in many ways closer to folk
religions such as shamanism and animism than
it is to north Indian Hinduism.
Sanjay Upadhya contributes a lucid
overview of Nepali democracy after 1990. He
writes, King Birendra’s surprising popularity
after the 1990 People's Movement was in large
part thanks to the “distance he maintained from
the political process”. Upadhya says the
Maoists’ outsider status guaranteed them the
early support they needed to get their
movement off the ground.
Kanak Mani Dixit deals with Nepali
kingship. Dixit suggests that while Nepal is
“robust enough a structure” to carry on without
one, the nation is nevertheless fortunate to have
a king. Dixit offers “a constitutional king need
not be a passive king” because in trying times
the nation “requires a proactive institution”.
Deepak Thapa’s essay on the Maoist
insurgency is heavy on fact and cautious in its
analysis. He focuses on the Maoist decision to
tap into janajati discontent by “taking advantage
of the perceived correlation between ethnicity
and poverty”, and Thapa goes on to show how
this “gesture” amounts to little more than an
expedient and “tactically motivated insertion”
by the leaders of the movement.
CK Lal devotes his chapter to a topic close
to his heart: the relationship of the tarai to the
body politic of Nepal. Lal suggests, in his
characteristically pithy manner, that Nepali
identity was “built around the Parbatiya ethos
of the Gorkhali conquerors”, which in part
helped to form the perception that the “people
of the hills were rulers while those of tarai
origin belonged to the subject race”.
Nepal has “no policy regarding Nepalispeakers living outside the country”, according

to Professor Tanka Bahadur Subba. For most
Indian Nepalis, he argues, Nepal is “politically
as distant as Bhutan or Bangladesh”, and these
citizens make every effort to search for an
identity within India. Subba's discerning
analysis make this required reading for anyone
travelling to Darjeeling or Sikkim.
Saubhagya Shah’s highly intellectual essay
offers a critique of the burgeoning NGO sector
in democratic Nepal. While somewhat overreliant on American academic terminology,
Shah’s contribution is nevertheless insightful. It
notes both government and non-governmental
sectors are competing for the same resources and
NGOs have begun to resemble HMG in both
form and content.
In her contribution on Nepali women, Siera
Tamang takes issue with the effective denial of the
“heterogeneity of women’s lived experience” by
development discourses. Tamang pulls no punches
as she rightly challenges the ability of “upper-class
Hindu women”, the usual “native informants” for
foreign projects, to accurately represent the reality of
women’s lives in Nepal.
Sujeev Shakya, a chartered accountant by
training, offers a useful overview of the Nepali
economy. He presents a clear narrative of the
cluttered policies of successive governments. We
learn that increased liberalisation meant local
businesses would “have to compete with
international companies both in quality and
price” so they chose the quick fix of
“protectionism by influencing politicians”.
Shanta Dixit’s chapter on Nepali
education illustrates how “each and every
malaise that the country is saddled with today
harks back to the poor quality of schooling”.
Dixit argues that the system needs a dramatic shake
up and a realignment to reflect “child-centred
education” and “community participation”.
Dipak Gyawali assesses the history of
technology in Nepal from a geo-historical

As State of Nepal goes into its third reprint less
than a year after its release, Mark Turin reviews
the book that has become essential reading for
everyone interested and involved in Nepal.
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perspective. Arguing that Nepal’s encounter
with technology has been enacted largely
through development, the “new dharma of our
times”, Gyawali describes the time lag in the
nation’s “embryonic encounter” with modern
tools, machines and processes.
Bhim Subba’s contribution on ‘Water,
Nepal and India’ is replete with hard facts
about the energy and water needs of the two
nations he describes, and is unrelenting in its
critique of the present policy. Subba argues that
India should ask Nepal to store water rather
than generate hydropower, and that Nepal must
become strong enough to put a “monetary value
on such stored water”.
We have come a long way, argues
Pratyoush Onta, from the days when print
media in Nepal amounted to Gorkhapatra and
The Rising Nepal. The growth in all forms of
media since 1990s, he suggests, has been
qualitative as well as quantitative but
investigative reporting is still sorely lacking.
Manjushree Thapa offers a discerning
introduction to Nepali literature. She writes of
the “hostile” conditions in which local literature
is being produced: far less than half the total
population is functionally literate in the
national language. More problematic still,
Thapa suggests, is that Nepali poets and writers
are isolated from the rest of the world.
The final contribution in the volume, by
co-editor Shastri Ramachandaran, is a little
slow moving. He relays the presentation and
representation of Nepal and her citizens in
India, but the result is more of a 22-page

history of Indo-Nepal political agreements and
disagreements. “India overwhelms the Nepali
landscape as well as mindscape,” writes
Ramachandaran.
The high-brow English and frequent
references to Western academic literature mean
that State of Nepal is inherently more geared
towards informing expatriates about the nation
than it is its own citizens. As “donor
education”, the collection is second to none.
Perhaps it will be made required reading for
development wallahs before they descend upon
Nepal and start dispensing their advice. But it
is as important to have Nepali government
bureaucrats read this book.
State of Nepal aims high and also delivers.
Some compilations suffer from superficiality,
since they sacrifice depth for breadth. The
present volume succeeds not because of any
unity of voice, since many of the contributors
probably disagree with one another, but rather
because each article is well-written, carefully
edited and clear in its objectives. Let’s hope that
they’re planning a sequel to be released in five
years: Return of the State of Nepal.
State of Nepal. Kanak Mani Dixit, Shastri
Ramachandaran (ed).
Himal Books, 2002. Rs 490.
(Mark Turin is preparing a grammar and
lexicon of the Thangmi language of
Dolakha and Sindhupalchowk districts, and
is currently with the Department of Social
Anthropology at University of Camridge.)

